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We awoke on Sunday 9th December to a proper winter scene 

people were pushing their cars up the hill from under the A12 

Bridge past our house in Henry Dixon. Rd  The Congregation was 

4 hardy souls with 8 in the Choir! 



Our Services this Month January 2018 

7th January Epiphany of Our Lord 

9.30 am St. Francis Christingle Service  

11 am  St Mary’s Christingle Service All Age Worship 
 

14th January 2nd Sunday of Epiphany 

9.30 am St. Francis Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s Holy Communion 

21st  January 3rd Sunday of  Epiphany 

9.30 am St. Francis Holy Communion 

11 am St Mary’s Matins 
 

28th January 4th Sunday of Epiphany 

9.30 am St Francis Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s Holy Communion 
 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930   

        psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke   01376514825 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy 01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken   01376 583846 

Musical Director Emmelia Van der Walt 07940 512407 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook 

page search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END>  

or follow the link on our Website  
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New Year thoughts from your Team Vicar. 

As ever; may I begin my January letter by saying a BIG Thank 

You to everyone for the Christmas cards and well-wishes for 

both myself and my family during the lead up to Christmas 

this past year – it is truly heartfelt and appreciated.  

But I'd now like to go on by asking a question: When do you 

feel that the Christmas season has passed? Of course the an-

swer to that may well depend as to whom you ask. Well, if you 

ask a shop owner you'd be forgiven in thinking that they might 

answer the 24th December! Let me explain: Like many other 

people I was out shopping for a few items just over a week 

before Christmas, and came across a lovely wooden nativity 

set in a well-known parents' and young children's shop, which 

had been significantly reduced in price. I decided that I want-

ed to purchase it, but when I asked out of interest as to why it 

was reduced, (it was also the last one in the shop), I was told 

that they were 'clearing out' all of the Christmas things on 

sale. And it's similar story in lots of other retailers too, with 

decorations being taken down by staff before closing on 

Christmas Eve, and no doubt there will be Valentines Day 

cards and other associated items displayed for sale not long 

into the New Year. 

Now of course I appreciated paying the reduced price for what 

I purchased, and understand the practicalities of what this 

shop and others doing a similar thing are doing. But at the 

same time it seems to be sad state of things when one of the 

most significant festivals of the Christian faith, and certainly 

the most widely celebrated from the nation's point of view 

(even if some of that is more secular than directly related to 

faith), is considered to be over by some people, only on the 

verge of when it has really begun! 

Now at home, some people will take their Christmas decora-

tions down just after New Year, and there certainly is some-

thing in seeing the New Year as also being a new start in all 

sorts of ways. Lots of people will make a commitment of one 

sort or another, with popular resolutions being to keep fit, lose 

weight, eat a better diet, study more, learn a new language or 

to play an instrument, or even something else. Though of 
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course there needs to be a genuine commitment on the part 

of the individual for what ever it is to make it past the end of 

January. Or perhaps you've always considered the end of 

Christmas as the 12th Night. That being the 5th of January, and 

the day before the celebration of Epiphany – the visit of the 

Magi (or 'Three Kings' or 'Wise Men') to the Christ-child, which 

is remembered annually within the church year on the 6th 

(Matthew 2:1-12). 

However, the real conclusion of Christmas is actually much 

later, and is marked by the feast of The Presentation of Christ 

in the Temple (also known as Candlemas), the 40th day of the 

Christmas and Epiphany season on the 2nd of February. This 

was the occasion within the Jewish faith when a woman visit-

ed the Temple following the birth of her child, and in accord-

ance with the Jewish Law with Jesus being Mary's first-born 

male, this would have also included his redemption from God. 

(Not to be confused with the redemption of humanity by Je-

sus, but rather this was part of the Jewish faith grounded in 

the belief that the first-born belonged to God) (Exodus 13:2). 

We can find the account of this in Luke 2:22-39, and within 

the narrative we also find the much loved 'Song of Simeon' or 

Nunc Dimittis in verses 29-32, which is today is included with-

in the service of Night Prayer (or Complin), and is also often 

used at funeral services, around the time of the commenda-

tion and committal. 

But where does all this leave us? Well unless you're celebrat-

ing a birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion which 

you're looking forward to in January, you might be among 

those who can sometimes find it to be a more challenging 

month compared to some others: For as we have already 

thought about, from the world's point of view Christmas is 

over and the warmth of the summer or even the spring can 

seem such a long time away. And even thinking about this 

from a Christian point of view (though it's quite early this 

year), the celebration of Easter can seem a long way off, and 

January can also bring with it some of the coldest weather, 

with grey skies as well. So what might we do? 

Well as I've mentioned above, the season of Christmas and 
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Epiphany is in fact far from over, and so the defined celebra-

tion of the miracle of the incarnation (God with us) continues 

for many weeks to come. Taking this even further, one might 

also note that aside from Easter, Christmas is the greatest 

Christian celebration of the year, and indeed the miracle of 

God becoming human is not something which we should only 

celebrate at a particular time of year, but the whole year 

through. 

So if you find yourself succumbing to some 'January blues' re-

member that we're still celebrating Christmas! And it's with 

this in mind that on Sunday 7th, when we'll be celebrating the 

Feast of Epiphany, we'll also be holding our annual Christingle 

services as well, (which can be held at any time between Ad-

vent and Candlemas), and remembering, and indeed celebrat-

ing Jesus' presence in our world through the Holy Spirit over 

the whole year. 

So may I wish you all a wonderful start to another New Year, in 

2018! 

Paul Watkin. 

 

From the Registers August/ September 
Weddings: None 

Internment of Ashes—None ;  

Baptisms  

3rd December 2017 Asher Josiah Watkins 

10th December 2017 Alexander James Stewart 

Funerals None 

*********************************** 

The 50/50 Club winners November  

1st Mr P Dedman, 2nd Mrs C Hammond, 3rd Mr S Joles 

*********************************** 
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RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD 5th DECEMBER 

HELD AT HENRY DIXON HALL, RIVENHALL END 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Knubley, Wright, Ander-

son, Turner, Clark and Prime. 

Public Forum 

 The following matters were brought to members’ atten-

tion: 

 A12 litter picking has not happened of late – the Clerk 

will contact BDC. 

 The delay in the A12 route announcement is causing 

great local concern re housing blight. 

 Henry Dixon Road A12 steps are in need of some light-

ing – this will be referred to Highways England. 

 Failed Rickstones Road street lights have all been re-

ferred to ECC by the Chairman. 

Matters for discussion 

i. Solar powered light for Rickstones Road raised section 

of footway 

The maintenance contractor has been requested to cut 

back the bushes close to the streetlights in an effort to 

shed more light on the footway. 

The Chairman has requested information from ECC as 

to the process for securing additional lighting at this 

and any other similar path location. 

ii. Information pack for new residents within the parish 

This matter has been deferred until the local parish 

boundaries have been finally agreed, expected in 2019. 

iii. Custom made speed signs for wheelie bins 

Members agreed to discuss this further at the January 

meeting and to agree a suitable wording for the signs. 
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iv. BDC Community Governance Review 

BDC considered all the representations at their meeting 

on 29th November. It was recommended that the status 

quo be retained along the current Rivenhall boundary 

with Witham, with the exception of sites RIV.360 

[Rivenhall Park] and RIVE.362 and 363 [Eastways In-

dustrial land extensions]. These will be transferred into 

Witham Parish in 2019 but will be subject to further 

public consultation. 

v. BDC winter waste collection 

BDC has now suspended the green garden waste collec-

tions for the months of December 2017, January and 

February 2018. 

vi. Highway & PRoW matters 

a. A vehicle collision was reported in Oak Road between a 

resident reversing onto a driveway and a vehicle being 

driven at speed towards the A12. It was agreed that 

there needs to be a signage review with the potential for 

30 mph repeater signs along Oak Road and surface 

‘slow’ signs either side of the bend approaching from 

both directions. The Clerk will report these proposals to 

ECC Highways. 

b. The damaged/demolished bollards at the junction of 

Henry Dixon Road and Oak Road have been reported to 

ECC via the Highways reporting website. 

c. There has been no reduction in the number of HGVs get-

ting stuck at the railway bridge. Additional prominent 

warning signs are required and the BDLHP are to, again, 

be made aware of this continuing problem. Post meeting 

note: This issue was raised by the Chairman at the ECC 

Full Council meeting in December. The Cabinet Member 

for Highways pledged that he would be looking at these 

issues in the new year when the A12 routing is an-

nounced and as part of the validation process for new 

schemes to the Braintree Highways Panel. 

d. General maintenance 
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The maintenance contractor has provided an estimate 

for additional cutting of hedges that run along footpaths 

and footways during 2018/19. It was unanimously 

agreed that the Clerk submit an application to the 

EALC for a grant to cover this additional expenditure. 

e. There is an increasing problem throughout the parish 

regarding litter, and notably litter branded as McDon-

alds and KFC. It was agreed that the Clerk contact both 

outlets to again inform them of this problem and re-

questing assistance to combat this nuisance. 

f. A fly tip opposite Fair Rest, Braxted Road has been re-

ported to BDC. 

Planning Applications: 

17/02068/FUL: 23 Church Road – Demolish existing 

dwelling and replace with 2 dwellings. 

Members raised the following comments regarding this 

application: 

The proposed development goes beyond the local par-

ish envelope and a previous application was refused for 

this reason. The existing cottage, although in need of 

attention, is of considerable local historical interest. 

 Planning Results: 

 17/00359/TPO: Rivenhall Park has been withdrawn. 

Ongoing Major Issues: 

i. A12 & A120 Projects 

A12 routing and widening – Highways England recom-

mendations should be agreed by the end of this winter. 

A120 – Of the initial route options assessed, two broad 

options corresponding to the central (routes B and C) 

and southern corridors (routes D and E) will now be 

pursued in greater detail to determine the best overall 

performing route. Work continues to present a full set 

of route option appraisals to Government in accordance 

with HE processes. The final ECC recommendation will 
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be determined by the Cabinet Member at ECC. 

ii. Bradwell Quarry 

Applications ESS/07/16/BTE/22/2 & 22/3: Continuation 

of development – permissions granted.  

iii. Coleman’s Farm Quarry. 

A further planning application is expected to be submit-

ted to increase the site footprint due to increased stock-

piling requirements. 

The Little Braxted Lane access is expected to come into 

use shortly. 

iv. Braintree Local Highways Panel 

All the schemes remain as previously. The Panel budget 

for 2018/19 will be announced in the new year and the 

next meeting is in January. Post meeting note: The 

Chairman met with the BLHP Liaison Officer to look at 

the property damage along Church and Park Roads 

caused by vehicles leaving the road at speed. 

Information exchange and items for the January agenda 

Three more crashes were reported - in the vicinity of Park 

Gate and on the bend where Park Road becomes Church 

Road. 

Public feedback 

 The need for substantial landscape ‘bunds’ in any future 

planning consents for the Witham Industrial estate ex-

pansion  alongside the A12. 

 There had been an HGV strike to the Oak Road Railway 

Bridge which resulted in slowed trains in both directions. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 9th January and 6th February 2018 at Rivenhall Vil-

lage Hall at 8pm.  

Members were reminded that the annual Precept Meeting was 

scheduled for 13th December at Rivenhall Village Hall.  

Notes from the Precept Meeting: 



8 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott, Wright, Anderson and Prime. 

It was unanimously agreed that the following budget fig-

ures be agreed for the year 2018/2019: 

i. Parks & Open Spaces  £6,975 

ii. Administration    £8,092 

iii. Section 137    £110 

iv. Reserve Fund     £7,000 

Requirements under the Audit Regulations 

Appointment of Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) 

It was unanimously agreed that the Parish Clerk continue 

as the Responsible Financial Officer for the year 2018/2019. 

Appointment of Internal Auditor 

It was unanimously agreed that Mrs Ann Clarke be reap-

pointed as Internal Auditor. 

Precept for the year 2018/2019 

Taking the figures as above, the proposed budget is £22,177 

excluding £7,000 from reserve funds for any major/capital 

expenditure and less BDC’s Localism Fund Grant of £604 and 

less the estimated BDC Street Cleaning Grant of £1,797. The 

estimated budget expenditure for 2018/2019, therefore, is 

£12,776.  

It was unanimously agreed that a Precept amount of 

£11,000 be levied. This gives an estimated Band D equivalent 

Council Tax of £41.55 which is £5.62 more than for 

2017/2018. 

This Budget and Precept was recommended for final approval 

at the next Parish Council meeting on 9th January 2018. 

To maintain current services provided by the parish council, 

taking into account the increased work needed for footways 

and public rights of way and taking into account the reduction 

in financial support from BDC (which in 2019/20 will fall to 

zero), the parish council regrettably has to increase the pre-

cept whilst at the same time having to take money from re-

serves. 
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Planning applications prior to the January meeting 

Application: 17/02157/FUL: Change of use of former diner 

to vehicle hire and sales – Empire Diner, Rivenhall End. 

Members raised the following comments regarding this applica-

tion: 

No objection to the change of use but request that BDC ensure 

that the lighting conditions are adhered to as they are current-

ly not being so. Also to check that potential discharge of un-

suitable material into the Rivenhall Brook is avoided – the 

brook runs close to the rear of the site. 

Application: 17/00402/TPO: Carry out work to protected 

trees – Rivenhall Place, Park Road. 

Members raised the following comments regarding this applica-

tion: 

There appeared to be some confusion regarding the location of 

the individual trees due to duplication of identification num-

bers. 

The BDC application form states that trees to be felled due to 

disease should be supported by a report from a qualified arbor-

iculturist, but that information does not appear to be available 

on the file. If disease is found then the Parish Council are not 

averse to the trees being felled but would request that some 

suitable replanting is carried out. 

Sky Notes January 2018 

The New Year opens with a “Supermoon”. On the night of Jan-

uary 1st/2nd, the Full Moon nearly coincides with its closest 

point to the Earth along its elliptical orbit. This early January 

Full Moon is also the highest of the year when due South, add-

ing to the effect. 

But there is not long to wait until the next “Supermoon”– it ac-

tually also takes place in January ! On the 31st the Moon will 

be Full again and near its closest to the Earth. The difference 

between the Moon at closest and furthest is significant – it ap-

pears 14% bigger in the sky and 30% brighter, with the effect 

most noticeable when the Moon is rising. 
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Just as the Moon has an elliptical orbit around the Earth, so 

does the Earth around the Sun. Earth reaches perihelion, its 

closest point to the Sun for the year, on January 3rd. At this 

time we will be about 3 million miles closer to the Sun than at 

aphelion, the farthest point, in early July. This does make quite 

a difference as to how much energy in total the Earth receives 

from the Sun - in January it is about 7% more than in July. 

The shape of our elliptical orbit itself changes with time and the 

Earth’s spin axis also “wobbles” over many thousands of years. 

All these cycles produce complicated changes in the amount of 

energy different parts of the Earth receive through the year 

and this is thought to be the driver of the ice age cycles. We 

are currently in a long and relatively warm interglacial period 

which should continue for tens of thousands of years. 

The Sun itself also varies in brightness, but only very slightly. 

We are currently entering a quiet phase of the solar sunspot 

cycle with total solar energy dropping by about 0.1% compared 

to when the Sun is active with lots of sunspots. 

The “debate” about climate change often involves competing 

theories as to what factors drive changes in our climate and 

over what periods. Is it the Sun ? Is it volcanoes? Is it the car-

bon dioxide we are pumping into the atmosphere from burning 

fossil fuels ? The answer is that they all drive temperature 

change. The science is about working out how much each fac-

tor contributes and how our climate will therefore change in 

the immediate future ie the next few hundred years. 

Mars and Jupiter are now becoming more readily visible in the 

pre-dawn sky. On the 7th January at 6am they will be close to-

gether in the South East with Jupiter much brighter than Mars 

and just above it. On the 11th January the pair will be joined 

by the waning crescent Moon. 

Mars will get steadily brighter as the year moves on and for a 

few weeks in mid-summer will outshine Jupiter as it reaches its 

closest point to the Earth for many years. 

The Quadrantid meteors reach their maximum in activity in 

early January but this will coincide with Full Moon conditions 
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and so all but the brightest meteors will be drowned out.  

The best conditions for star gazing will be in mid-month with 

the Moon out of the evening sky. At around 10pm the constel-

lation of Orion is at its best, situated to the South with the oth-

er winter constellations spread around it. This is a good time to 

try to spot the Orion nebula. Looking below the 3 belt stars in 

Orion, there is a row of less bright stars pointing downwards – 

this is Orion’s sword. In the middle of that row you may be 

able to see a hazy patch even with the unaided eye. Through 

binoculars it is obvious – a glowing patch which on good nights 

reveals some of its structure. Located over 1000 light years 

from our Solar System, the Orion nebula is a stellar nursery. 

Powerful professional telescopes have revealed the various 

stages of star birth taking place in the complex and colourful 

clouds of dust and gas that make up the nebula.  

Sky Watcher 

End to End Nature Care. 

I am writing this on 21st December 2017, the date of the year’s 

winter solstice i.e. the day with the shortest total hours of day-

light. As many will know, this does not coincide with the latest 

sunrise (which is actually just after New Year) nor the earliest 

sunset (which was back in the first half of December) but just 

represents the shortest interval between the two. In actual 

fact, due to the Earth’s tilted axis and elliptical orbit, the overall 

“solar” day length in any year can vary by around a minute and 

in December we experienced some of the longest such days of 

the year.  

But I am straying into Sky Notes’ territory. What can be said 

without contradiction is that once we are well into January the 

dawn gets earlier, the dusk gets later and the hours of daylight 

increase. For many plants this is sufficient stimulus to spur 

them into commencing growth for another year, notwithstand-

ing the fact that in many years the coldest, bleakest weather is 

experienced in the period between the winter solstice and the 

spring equinox.  

While there may be some variation based on the vagaries and 
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unpredictability of the climate, by and large natural process-

es continue unabated and particularly in the early spring 

there can be so much going on it is difficult to keep track. It 

can be surprising just how relentless nature can be, with 

plants growing and animals breeding, often prompted more 

by daylight length than the weather or anything else, hence 

there is the occasional setback such as frozen frogspawn. 

There are few flowering wild plants in January and many of 

those that do may be naturalised rather than native, such as 

the snowdrop. The lack of active insects at this time of year 

means the plants are unlikely to be pollinated despite flower-

ing (indeed many are sterile anyway, having originally been 

introduced as sterile cultivars) and instead tend to spread by 

vegetative division of the bulbs. Fascinatingly, where snow-

drops are pollinated and produce seed it is often dispersed 

by ants, which are attracted to the seeds and take them 

back to their nests.  

Another consequence of the lack of daylight is that we are 

still only holding indoor meetings, at Silver End Bowls Club 

pavilion, £2 per head includes tea and biscuits. Forthcoming 

events are listed below, for more information ring Simon on 

01621 810141 or 07947 388180 or visit our website 

www.e2e.silverend.org where you can also see photographs 

from our past activities.  

 

 

 

 

Weds 
17th Jan 

8 pm 

Corsica Julia Todd will give an illustrated talk on her 
travels in Corsica, with a particular focus on her bo-
tanical finds. 

Weds 
21st Feb 

8 pm 

“Biological Recording” by Simon Taylor. Simon is 
involved in County and National recording schemes 
and will give a talk. 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
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Vegetable Soup 

During winter months I make vegetable soup.  It is rarely 

the same, but always delicious.  I urge you to make some as 

it is a good thing to have in the freezer when you need com-

fort food. 

These quantities will make loads.  You can halve them or 

double them.  Freeze some or give to the neighbours.  I usu-

ally freeze.  I allow two ladlesful per person, frozen in 

icecream tubs! 

2 litres of vegetable stock, I use marigold swiss bouillon. 

Bring to the boil and add any veg that you like, including left

-overs. 

My choice would be:- 

 Potatoes – 4 large ones peeled and cut into small 

chunks 

 Leeks – 2, washed and cut into slices. 

 Carrots – 4 peeled and sliced 

 6 oz (250 g ) mushrooms sliced 

 One of those supermarket packets of mixed cauliflower 

and broccoli. 

Bring to the boil and simmer the vegetables for half an hour, 

until everything is soft. 

I add some pepper, because we like it.  You can add Soy 

sauce, or Worcester sauce, anything to your taste. 

Our daughter likes it chunky like it comes.  I like to zap it in 

the food processor to make it thick and smooth.  If too thick 

add a little water until it gets to the consistency you like. 

Very comforting on a chilly day with thick chunks of bread 

You can also add bits of  cooked turkey, or chicken if you 

like, but remember to bring to the boil, and boil for 5 

minutes to ensure they are heated right through. 
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Here are the words to the  Carol that choir sang 

on  Christmas Day   what lovely words  

Candle in the Window 

When the winter day is dying and the wind is blowing wild 

Listen for a lonely crying, it may be a wand’ring child 

Light a candle in the window, let the night know that you 
care 

Light a candle in the window, it may guide the Christ child 
there 

  

When at times you fear to follow on the track that you must 
tread 

Friendly promises are hollow for the tests that lie ahead 

Light a candle in your window, when your final hope is gone 

Light a candle in the window and the child will lead you on 

  

When the world outside is waiting and you can’t give any 
more 

There’s no end to war and hating and you long to close the 
door 

Light a candle in the window, let it shine beyond your pain 

Light a candle in the window and the child will come again 

 
So Who was 

Santa’s Helper in 

the Grotto on 1 

December? 
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

7.30 -10pm 2nd, 4th and 5th Monday of every month (when there is a 

5th Monday) 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Ken Hazell 01621 892417 email ken.hazell@icloud.com 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall, Entry 

50p 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Here’s a bright idea….

Huge Savings on all your bills

and free light bulbs for life!

 The latest LED light bulbs typically worth 

£300 - £500- absolutely free!

Use around 11% less electricity      

- forever!

 Free professional installation

 Lifetime Guarantee - never buy 

another light bulb again!

PLUS - save money on all your utilities, food, shopping and petrol

Find Out More: Contact Peter Hope  07904 235101

peterhope@utilitywarehouse.co.uk  Sign up for the deal yourself at: www.utilitywarehouse.org.uk/N17969

Home Phone  Broadband    Mobile         Gas           
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 
Funeral Directors Ltd 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 
GCSFD.UK 

ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.UK 

4 The Street  - White Notley - Witham - CM8 1RH 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

Suffering from memory loss exhaustion 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 
 

Call the PC Doctor 

Tel: 01621 891064 / 0870 285 6017 
Mob 07990 565336 

Email: 
pc_doc@pcdoctoroperations.co.uk 

Surgery Times: 7 am to 7 pm, 7days a week 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 01376 515987 or 

07889 110962 (9am – 5.30pm) 

Answer phone at other times 

For all You Painting and 
Decorating Needs 

Contact DEAN TABONE 

 

MOBILE:07769 356221 EMAIL: 

breathtaking@hotmail.co.uk 

 

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

HERITAGE PAINTER 

LIME WASH SPECIALIST 

 

FREE ESTIMATES - NO OBLIGATION 

ALL WORK CONSIDERED 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Contact us 

62 Braintree 

Road 

Witham 

Essex CM8 2BY 

01376 500038 

01376 520568 

Opening Times: 

Mon– Tuesday 

8.30 am –6.30 pm 

Wednesday- 

8.30 am—8.30 pm 

Thurs—Fri 

8.30 am—6.30 pm 

Sat 

A friendly caring practice  

for all your pets.  

Visit our website  for more details and 

to register your pet online 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY 

Thursday Mornings 
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 

 

Silver End Village   

Rear of Boots 

6 Broadway CM8 3RQ 

For Appointments Call:- 

01376 583133  

Friendly Personal Service 

REASONABLE RATES 

Essex Beauty Boutique  
Call 07985 658668 

Manicures—Pedicures—Eyes 

Unisex Stylists 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

 Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

 Computer Viruses Removed 

 Operating System Upgrades 

 Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 
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Christmas gone and you have some new goodies 

Over Christmas you may have been lucky enough to have received 

some rather nice gifts. 

What did you do with the packaging? Left it by the roadside for the 

recycling collection? What better advert to the thief of where to find 

some new things to steal. Where possible fold the boxes inside out, 

or tear the box up, or package it in something else, or take it to the 

recycling centre yourself. 

How many of us have thought about recording the serial numbers or 

property marking it. Be it a cycle, electrical goods, garden 

equipment or mobile phone it may have a serial number. You can 

record your serial numbers free or charge at https://

www.immobilise.com/index.php and there are a number of property 

marking products available like indelible pens, SelectaDNA, 

SmartWater, CRE mark by CRE products to name but a few.  

With jewellery and antiques don’t forget to take photographs of it, 

include an “Object ID card” or ruler in a photograph to give it a 

scale. Some of these property marking products may also be suitable 

and you can now upload images to Immobilise too.   

Mobile phone and personal music devices: Don’t forget to make a 

note of the IME number of a mobile phone, to find it key in *#06#, 

with this if it’s stolen you can block it. Many TV’s, mobile phones, 

computers and other electronics come pre-loaded with security and/

or tracking software, make sure that it is activated. If you are 

storing valuable college work or other on that nice new laptop don’t 

forget to back up your work elsewhere just in case you lose the 

laptop.  You can download an “App” on mobile phones to find your 

phone and more importantly wipe that data stored on it, check your 

“App store” or mobile phone provider.  

When texting or talking on phones, or listening to music remain “in 

touch” with your surroundings, a number of road accidents, thefts 

and assaults occur when we fail to note what’s going on around us, 

don’t forget to pass this advice on to children. 

Have a look at the webpage essex.police.uk/secure which has 

been updated and refreshed as a part of an ongoing project bring 

the crime prevention advice on the Essex Police webpage up to date. 

Another good source of crime prevention advice is: https://

thecrimepreventionwebsite.com/ 

Stephen Armson-Smith Essex Police, Braintree & Uttlesford District 

https://www.immobilise.com/index.php
https://www.immobilise.com/index.php
https://thecrimepreventionwebsite.com/
https://thecrimepreventionwebsite.com/
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The Cross of St Benedict 

When I was taken ill in June, a friend from America sent me a 

bracelet with the cross of Saint Benedict in the middle. The 

bracelet represents how God has woven us together in his light 

and love and how our prayers keep us connected to him and to 

each other  The bracelet was made in a small pilgrimage  town  

of Medjugorye Bosnia, I wear it all the time . We have a Matins 

service once a month at St Mary’s and one of the Canticles (a 

psalm song or Hymn taken from scripture) we sing is The 

Benedictus taken from Luke 1 Verse 68-79  “Let us praise the 

Lord, the God of Israel because he has come to help his people 

and give them freedom”  

Saint Benedict was born at Norcia around 480 AD, he founded 

twelve communities of monks in Italy  He later established a 

Monastery in Montecassino where he wrote ”The Rule”, a simple 

set of guidelines for how the life of a monk should be lived. For 

three years of his life he withdrew from social life and lived in a 

cave near Subiaco  where he lived as a hermit. His only contact 

with the outside world was with a monk called Romanus whose 

monastery was nearby. He gave Benedict a monk’s Habit and 

provided for his spiritual and material needs. During the next 

three years, a group of shepherds befriended him and followed 

his teachings and the Benedictine Order was started. 

Recently I read an article about the Benedictine monastery on 

the Isle of Wight situated at Quarr Abbey to the north east of 

the Island. The current monastery is a striking early twentieth 

century building which shares the beautiful coastal position of 

its ruined predecessor, dissolved during the reign of Henry 

VIII. It was designed by Dom Paul Bellot, a renowned architect 

and one of the first groups of monks to inhabit the site when it 

once again passed into monastic hands soon after the death of 

Queen Victoria. 

  The monks' aim is to be open to the light of God. There are 

nine monks at Quarr, and conduct is governed by the Rule of 

St Benedict The monks believe that this concise work has had 

a profound effect on aspects of European culture far beyond its 

original, spiritual context; its emphasis on humility. 
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Benedictine’s day includes worship at seven Divine Offices, 

beginning with Vigils at 5.30am - at one time; this would 

have taken place during the night. Attendance at the Offices 

throughout the day, progress through the stages of life from 

birth (Vigils) to death (Compline). After Compline the monks 

observe what is known as 'the great silence', which 

continues until the next morning, after Lauds (the second 

Office). Days also include time for private prayer, spiritual 

reading, recreation and work. Meals at the Abbey are taken 

in silence  

The Abbey church is constructed, like the rest of the Abbey, 

from deep red Belgian bricks. There is a silver, ball-shaped 

tabernacle Tangs above the altar, to which the eye is 

immediately drawn. Although there are windows, the deep 

red of the bricks contribute to a feeling of containment, 

separation from the World, perhaps symbolizing the life of 

the monks themselves. In the  Sanctuary looking  upwards 

the magnificent brickwork of the tower can be seen This led 

architect Paul Bellot to describe the Abbey as his finest 

work .Next time we visit the Isle of Wght this will certainly 

be somewhere we should visit  

Explanation of the Lettering on the St Benedict Cross: 
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Rivenhall Playing Fields Association 
 

Please note that the RPFA Annual General Meeting 

Will be held at Rivenhall Village Hall  

On the 15th January at 

7.30 pm 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND 
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TURBULENT HALF CENTURY; BRITISH SOCIETY  

1919-1969 

Silver End WEA 

Course Information 
 

Course Tutor 

Ted Woodgate 
 

Timetable 

Thursdays 

8.00pm to 9.30pm 

9 weeks 

Start 11 January 2018  
 

Location 

Silver End Bowls Club 

Broadway CM8 3RF 

(by kind permission) 
 

Full Fee:  £48.60 

Qualifying benefit recipients free 

 

Contact: 

Brian Gillion 

01376 583706 

      brian@wea.silverend.org  

 

find us on facebook 

How did Britain come to terms with a 

General Strike, the depression, a sec-

ond world war, economic decline and 

the search for a new role in world af-

fairs? 

 
 

These events had a big impact on the 

development of Silver End. Ted Wood-

gate is a very entertaining and engaging 

tutor. He will welcome memories from 

students.  

Lighter social changes from “flappers” 

to “flower power” will also be covered. 

The first night is FREE with no obliga-

tion to commit to the full course. 

There are no assessments to join our 

friendly group, no homework or tests. 

Just have an inquiring mind. 

The WEA is the largest independent 

supplier of adult education in the UK 

www.wea-essex.org.uk  Learning for Life with the WEA in Silver End 

Workers’ Educational Association - Registered Office:  3rd Floor, 70 Clifton 
Street, London EC2A 4HB   Company limited by guarantee in England and 

Wales no: 280691 Registered Charity No: 1112775 

mailto:brian@wea.silverend.org
http://www.wea-essex.org.uk
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwktyt15rXAhWK2RoKHTGiD8gQjRwIBw&url=http://www.bu.edu/dental/fb-color/&psig=AOvVaw2BJoUd7nvdkrY_DPJHKC1R&ust=1509533139815928
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Christingle Service 
 

St Mary’s Church Rivenhall 
 

Sunday 7th January 2017 11 a.m 

This will be a Children Friendly Service  

Featuring the famous Orange decorat-
ed with Sweets. 

Press Release 

Contrasting Easter Music with Witham Choral  

After the popular Christmas concert given by Witham Choral in 

December our thoughts turn to Easter when we will be presenting a 

concert of contrasting music at Witham United Reformed Church on 

Saturday 10 March at 7.30 p.m. Members of the Colchester 

Philharmonic will accompany the choir in a rich treat of seasonal 

music. 

Musical Director Patrick McCarthy told us: “We will be performing 

Part 2 of Handel’s magnificent Messiah which culminates in the 

famous Hallelujah Chorus. We are also delighted to be presenting a 

moving version of The Seven Last Words of Christ by local 

composer, Alan Bullard, entitled Wondrous Cross. Alan has included 

negro spirituals and familiar hymns in this accessible piece and we 

are looking forward to bringing it to Witham. I am also very pleased 

to welcome back mezzo-soprano Elaine Henson as soloist.” 

Tickets are £10 with £5 for those in full-time education. They are 

available from the Visitor Information Centre at Witham Town Hall 

and from choir members. Details from 01376 513713.  

www.withamchoralsociety.org.uk 
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam  Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracey Taylor 571551 

Mobile Library Jan Wed 3rd , 17th Beech Road 4.10 to 4.30. p.m.  
 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Roy Howard 583222 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Womens Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 



Carols on the Green 19th Dec 

Charlie Dakin has found a new way of 

making a noise! Conducting the 

Chelmsford Silver Band 

Decorating the Tree at the  

Crib Service  Christmas eve  

at 4.30 pm 

Santas Grotto in the Village 

Hall on 1st of December 

The Church Christ-

mas Tree arrives 

with much thanks 

for the Kind dona-

tion from Dvaid 

Clarke’s Family and  

ANGLIA TREE SER-

VICES 




